Recap of 8/9/26 message by Chris Sommerfield
(“Caring for Those in Need”) 1 Timothy 5:1-16

- In 1 Timothy 5:1-16, Paul instructs Timothy on how to care for widows within the church,
emphasizing respect, understanding, and practical support for these vulnerable members of the
community. The church is called to honor and care for its most vulnerable members, particularly
widows, reflecting the compassionate nature of Christ as we serve our community.

- Paul's specific instructions about caring for widows underlines how honoring them reflects both love
and responsibility. The Christ-like act of supporting them financially and emotionally encourages us as
believers to constantly embody the church's role as family. The church is to exercise discernment and
wisdom when making decisions regarding caring for people in need. Giving handouts without
discernment robs those who are truly deserving from the care they need. “Charity misplaced is a
great hindrance to true charity” (Matthew Henry). Paul emphasizes that widows who still have families
are to be cared for by their families. Children and grandchildren exercise their faith by caring for their
parents and grandparents who are in need. Our care for those in need, specifically widows here, is
rooted in the very character of God. When we do not care for widows in our own families, we deny the
faith and are worse than unbelievers.

- Widows indeed, those with no family to help care for them, should be cared for by the church if they
exhibit devotion to Christ and godliness. Widows who exhibit self-indulgence, however, should not
receive care from the church. “The church ought to assist those who really need help, but it must not
subsidize sin.” (Warren Wiersbe) We should examine our own hearts and ask ourselves do we feel
the same way about those in need as God does? Is the character of God being formed in us?



