Recap of 7/13/25 message by Pastor Steve Plank
(“Even If” Lk 13:1-5, Job 2:10, 13:15, 38-42, Hab 3:17-19, Da 3:16-18):

When tragedy hits, suffering naturally leads us to ask “why?” Even unbelievers often cry “Why
God?” when encountering tragedy. God can handle our why questions. They can (and should) draw
us closer to Him by driving us to scripture, increasing the fervency of our prayer, and strengthening
our community with other believers. In Job and Habakkuk, we see God clearly answer the why
questions. His answer is to remind us of who He is. He is the creator and sustainer of all things. He
is working His plan to fruition. He loves us. His glory will fill the whole earth. His justice will prevail.
He will eventually do away with evil.

We see throughout scripture, and Jesus teaches us specifically in Lk 13:1-5, that tragedy is a
fact of life in a fallen world. God made all things good, but man sinned. The result of sin is death. All
of creation is cursed and “groans” (Ro 8:23) since the fall. So, even natural disasters are the result of
sin. Physical death is the end of all mankind. The amazing truth is that through Jesus, God has
given us eternal life. Paul tells us that the tragedy and suffering we experience in this life are of no
account compared to the glory waiting for us (2 Cor 4:17). We ought not be surprised by tragedy nor
should we let tragedy steal our joy in Christ (Ro 5:1-5, Jas 1:2-4).

When facing (or supporting someone through) tragedy, it is important that we not deny the
reality and weight of grief. Though the grief may seem unbearable, with God, we can and will get
through it. Instead of spending time contemplating why, focus on the who of God, His goodness,
faithfulness, kindness, love, justice, omniscience and omnipotence. Focus on who God made us in
Christ Jesus. We are no longer citizens of this world. God has taken us from the kingdom of
darkness and made us co-heirs with Christ. We are God'’s righteousness in Christ. Pondering these
truths gives us the strength to move past the grief and embrace “even if”’ theology. We serve God,
who is powerful enough to deliver us from all pain and suffering, but “even if’ He doesn’t, we will trust
and follow Him, knowing that nothing can separate us from His love, looking forward to our future
glorification.



