Recap of 7/6/25 message by Pastor Steve Plank
(1 Samuel 19:1-24 “King or Refugee?”):

We are called to admonish our brothers and sisters in Christ when we see them doing wrong
things (Mt 18:15, 1 Th 5:14-15, Jas 5:19, Ga 6:1). After Saul orders David killed, Jonathan gives us
an excellent example of admonishment. Jonathan spoke well of David and urged his father not to
sin against David nor against “innocent blood.” He followed Biblical teaching by speaking with Saul
privately, gently, honestly, respectfully, and with the intent of restoring Saul to a right relationship with
God and man. Though his repentance is short-lived, Saul gives us a good example of receiving
admonishment. Instead of being defensive, he acknowledges his sin, repents and restores David to
his former position in Saul’s court.

Unfortunately, the evil spirit continues to torment Saul so that he is inconsolable. Saul again
tries to kill David with a spear. David slips away, flees and escapes. This will be David’s life for the
next ten plus years. Though he is God’s anointed king, he becomes a refugee. As we will see from
our continued study of 1 Samuel, David never loses his trust in God during this extremely difficult
time.

As Saul pursues David, Michal has an opportunity to admonish her father also. Unfortunately,
though she helps David escape, her fear of Saul leads her to lie and denigrate David’s character by
telling her father that David threatened her. Instead of helping Saul right his wrongs, she gives him
more fuel for his sinful actions.

Finally, we see the Holy Spirit intervening directly to protect David by overcoming Saul’s
henchmen and eventually Saul himself. God’s plans for David will not be thwarted by human action.
Knowing this should give us great confidence in our Christian Walk. As Jesus told his followers in
John 16:33, in the world we will have tribulation, but we should not despair, but instead, be steadfast
and at peace because Jesus has overcome the world.



