
 
 
Recap of 5/4/25 message by Pastor Steve Plank 
 (1 Samuel 13:1-22, “Rationalized Disobedience”): 
 
 In this section of scripture, we see the people of Israel lacking faith and the start of Saul’s 
downfall as he rationalizes disobedience to God.  Even some three thousand years later, we, God’s 
people, struggle with these two issues.  Hopefully, these poor examples will help us recognize when 
we are on the path to failure. 
 
 The situation: after Jonathan attacks the Philistine garrison at Geba, Saul trumpets the victory 
and calls the people to gather at Gilgal as the Philistines amass a huge army.  The Israelites do not 
have normal weapons of war.  Humanly, it looks like a nearly impossible situation. 
 
 The response, part one:  The people of Israel, forgetting that God fights for them when they 
obediently stay faithful to Him, hide and flee.  Despite God’s long history of defeating enemies on 
their behalf, most of His people wither under the circumstances.  They choose to forget what He did 
in Egypt, as Israel entered the promised land, and through judges like Debra and Gideon.  When our 
lives seem out of control, do we wither, or do we rest on God’s promises and His demonstrated past 
faithfulness? 
 
 The response, part two:  Saul, Jonathan and some of the people stay at Gilgal awaiting 
Samuel who will offer sacrifices and seek God’s guidance.  However, Saul gets impatient as he sees 
more and more people leaving and the Philistines gathering.  Saul “forces himself” to personally offer 
the burnt offering against God’s command.  The fact that Saul had to force himself to make the 
offering shows that he knew it was wrong, yet he talked himself into disobedience with rational-
sounding excuses.  How often do we rationalize our disobedience to God?   
 

As Christ followers, we must have the courage to trust God and obey His commands despite 
how badly against us the circumstances seem.  God is faithful While obedience to Him may not 
always work out the way we want, we know from Biblical examples and from past experiences that 
obedience always leads to the best possible outcome. 
 
 
 


