Recap of 3/30/25 message by Pastor Steve Plank
(1 Samuel 9:25-10:8, “A Different Man”):

Samuel gets Saul alone to proclaim the word of God to Him. Saul is probably dumbfounded
upon hearing that God has chosen (anointed) him as ruler over Israel. Samuel then proceeds to tell
Saul what will occur during his journey home. Samuel provides precise details; details that could only
come from our omniscient God. Though we are not given the reason for this revelation, it is safe to
infer that it is fo prove to Saul that his kingship is indeed God’s will. The Bible provides numerous
details of events before they happened and then gives us the details of their happening. This helps
us believe that it is the infallible, authoritative Word of God. It also gives us confidence that God will
accomplish all He has promised concerning future events such as Jesus’ return and our eternal
glorification in Him.

One of the things Saul is told is that the Holy Spirit will come upon him, changing him into a
different person. Before Christ, the Holy Spirit would come upon people temporarily to help them
achieve a specific purpose of God. Since Christ, the Holy Spirit permanently indwells every believer
to help us achieve the specific purpose of God in our lives. Just like Saul was a different person with
the Holy Spirit, we are new people in Christ. The Holy Spirit helps us live in our new lives, and when
we do, we see several effects. First, we better reflect Christ to the world around us. God allows us to
be part of His drawing people to Him as they witness our newness. Second, we have a positive
moral effect on society. Third, we bring glory to God and joy to ourselves. Others may hate us or be
drawn to us, but it is impossible to ignore believers living Godly lives.

Saul is also told that after the Spirit comes upon him, to do “what the occasion requires for God
is with you.” The sense is that when we act in unity with the Holy Spirit we cannot fail. We may be
celebrated by our brothers and sisters in Christ or persecuted and reviled by the world, but we cannot
fail. Whatever we do in the Spirit will lead to the best of all possible outcomes, even if we can’t see it
or don't realize it in the short term.



