
 
 
Recap of 4/13/25 message by Pastor Steve Plank  
(1 Samuel 11:1-15, “Saul, A Good Start”): 
 
 After Saul is publicly chosen by God to be king (1 Sa 10:20-24), some in Israel do not want to 
follow him (1 Sa 10:27) and he doesn’t embrace his new role.  Instead, Saul goes back to working the 
land (1 Sa 11:5).  God providentially uses a threat to Jabesh-Gilead from Nahash, king of the 
Ammonites, to bring out Saul’s kingly side and unite Israel behind him, under the LORD. 
   

Jabesh-Gilead, the tribe of Benjamin, and the city of Gibeah are closely linked by events in the 
time of the judges (see Judges 19-21 for full history).  The Holy Spirit comes upon Saul mightily when 
he hears of the crisis, prompting him to embrace his role as king by calling all Israel out to help 
Jabesh.  God gives Saul and Israel the victory and they deliver Jabesh from the threat of Nahash.  
After the battle, Saul rightly gives credit to God and refuses to take revenge on those who did not 
want him as king.  All Israel gathers at Gilgal, the place where Israel initially entered the promised 
land after the exodus, to coronate Saul as king before the LORD.  This act renews Israel’s vigor for 
their nation and for God.   

 
Just as God uses even man’s evil to accomplish His purposes in the Old Testament, He uses 

unpleasant, inconvenient, and even evil events that happen in our lives to accomplish His purposes.  
Nothing we or anyone else does can thwart God.  Christ purchased us on Calvary’s cross.  We have 
eternal life with and in Him.  Nothing that happens, nor anything we do, can separate us from His 
love.  We should never let past misdeeds nor our worry about the future stop us from living fully in His 
love, for His glory, and for the good of those around us. 
 
 
 


