Recap of 2/23/25 message by Pastor Steve Plank
(1 Samuel 5:1-7:1, “Golden Tumors”).

The ark of God spends seven months in Philistia. It is not a good experience for the
Philistines. Yaweh will not allow the Philistines to think that they defeated Israel and captured the ark
because their gods are more powerful than He. Right off the bat, the statue of Dagon, one of the
many idols the Philistines worshipped, ends up prostrate before the ark, not once, but twice. God
then afflicts them with tumors, confusion, and an infestation of rodents. The Philistines immediately
recognize God’s power at work. Upon this realization, how do they respond?

We learn from this historical narrative (and many other places in the Bible) that people have
one of two responses to clear evidence of God’s existence and power. The Philistines flee by moving
the ark to different parts of Philistia which results in the plagues spreading everywhere the ark goes.
They then eventually come up with a scheme to return the ark to Israel along with a guilt offering of
gold to appease God. We will find out as we continue to study 1 Samuel, God is not appeased. He
does not want people faced with evidence of His presence and power to flee. Unfortunately, as the
narrative continues, we see God’s chosen people, Israelites in Beth-Shemesh, having the same
reaction after they are punished for breaking God’s command and looking into the ark. They get rid
of it as soon as they can.

Instead of running away, God wants the second and appropriate response to His obvious
presence and power. He wants us to acknowledge Him, submit to His ways, draw close to Him (Jas
4:7-8), turn to Him and be saved (Is 45:22). None of us can stand before God on our own merits. We
can only submit to Him and thank Him for providing salvation through Jesus Christ.



