
 
 
Recap of 2/4/24 message by Pastor Joe (Mark 12:18-27): 
 
1.This is a crucial passage of Scripture when it comes to the issue of life after death.  If there 
is life after death, in either bliss or torment (which Jesus affirms) then the most important 
question for humans is “Where will I spend eternity?” 

 
2. The issue of eternity and resurrection are brought up by the Sadducees a religious group in 
Israel which taught that there was no resurrection or life after death.  They also denied the 
reality of angels or spirits.  They denied future judgment and said that the soul perished with 
the body at death.  They accepted as authoritative only the Pentateuch.  They used an absurd 
illustration to “prove” that there were too many difficulties involved for resurrection to be real. 
 
3. Jesus answered that they were in error (a word meaning “led astray and leading others 
astray”).  Jesus answers that there will be a new order of existence brought about by the 
power of God illustrated by the angels who are deathless, with no need of procreation.  The 
Sadducees limited God by their limited vision. As Wm. Barclay says: “the Sadducees made 
the mistake of creating heaven in the image of earth.  Men have always done so.  Always men 
have tended to create in thought a heaven to suit themselves. “Jesus’ second proof of life 
after death is the conversation between Moses and God at the burning bush (Exodus 3:1-6) 
which implied that the patriarchs were alive after their deaths and had a continuing 
relationship with God. 
 
4.  The main teaching of this section is that the reality of future resurrection is guaranteed by 
the power of God and the Word of God.  In affirming the resurrection, Jesus affirms the 
existence of life after death for all human beings (personal, bodily, existence after death); with 
Christ for all eternity for those who trusted Christ as their Savior, or apart from Christ for all 
eternity for those who rejected Him. 
 
5. “Between the death of the body and the resurrection, both the righteous and the wicked 
exist in a conscious state.  The believer in the presence of the Lord during this time (2 
Corinthians 5:1-8; Philippians 1:23) while the unbeliever is in conscious torment (Luke 16:19-
31).” (A Survey of Bible Doctrine) 
 


