
 
 
Recap of 1/29/23 message by Pastor Joe (Mark 1:2-11) 
 
1. “This is my endlessly recurrent temptation: to go down to that Sea (I think St. John of the Cross 
called God a Sea) and there neither dive, nor swim, or float, but only dabble and splash, careful not to 
get out of my depth and holding on to a lifeline which connects me with my things temporal….  Our 
temptation is to look eagerly for the minimum that will be accepted.”  (C.S. Lewis) 
- “I read in a book where a man called Christ went about doing good.  It is very disconcerting to me 
that I am so easily satisfied with just going about.” (Kagawa) 
- “There is very little difference between men, but that little difference makes a very big difference.” 
(Ferrin) 
-How often God uses one person (as John the Baptist here) to call His people out of their slumber, 
their complacency, their lethargy toward spiritual things. 
 
2. “With breathless pace, mark takes us through the events of Jesus’ preparation for ministry…. He is 
anxious that we should waste no time in discovering who Jesus is, and why He is of such great 
importance.” (McGrath) 
 
3. In Mark 1:2-13, Jesus is shown to be the Son of God by the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecies through John the Baptist (vv. 2-3), through John’s announcement (vv. 4-8), through the 
commendation of God the Father and the Holy Spirit at Jesus’ baptism (vv. 9-11), and through Jesus’ 
defeat of Satan (vv. 12-13). 
 
4.  John’s ministry was to awaken the nation from its complacency and lethargy. 
   
5. To prepare for the Kingdom and the King, the people were to confess (“to say the same”) their sins, 
to repent (“a turnabout, a deliberate change of mind resulting in a change of direction in thought and 
behavior [Grassmick]).  They were to be baptized to identify with John’s message.  The word baptism 
means literally “to dip” or “to dye, thus “to immerse”.  Figuratively it means, “to identify with.”  
 
6. “Their baptism was an admission of disobedience and an expression of their turning to God.” 
(Grassmick) 
 
 


