
 
 
Recap of 12/18/22 message by Pastor Chris (“The Right Attitude for Marriage”-  
Philippians 2:3-11) 
  
1. The right attitude for marriage is the same attitude for all relationships. It is the attitude of 
Jesus Christ as Paul makes clear in Philippians chapter 2. Paul writes this passage while in prison, 
and the purpose is to call the believers in Philippi to put aside rivalry and personal ambition as they 
move toward unity and harmony within the body of Christ. The key to moving from selfishness toward 
unity and harmony is to have the attitude of Jesus Christ, which consists of both humility and 
obedience. In our relationships, especially our marriages, humility and obedience are paramount for 
harmony with one another.  
 
2. Biblical humility is demonstrated in this passage through Jesus taking on human flesh and 
serving others. Humility is culminated here in the act of obedience to the will of the Father, obedience 
to the point of death, even death on the cross. There is no better example for biblical humility and 
how we should live than that of Jesus Christ and His humility and selfless attitude. When we rightly 
view God in His holiness and glory, we recognize our own sinfulness just as Isaiah did in Isaiah 6:1-7. 
Reflecting upon God’s holiness and our need for His sanctifying work in our lives humbles us to a 
place of obedience to His word. Isaiah records in Isaiah 66:2, “But this is the one to whom I will look: 
he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.” There is no biblical definition of 
humility that does not include obedience to the word of God.  
 
3. Obedience to the word of God requires knowing what it says, and then choosing to follow its 
guidance. We have completed a 6-week series on marriage that has handled everything from the 
foundations of marriage to proper roles and functions, keys for dealing with conflict, threats to 
oneness and even how to handle suffering. Studying the word of God and being in regular worship on 
Sundays to hear the proclamation of the word will teach you what it says. For true harmony in 
marriage the next step of following God’s guidance must be done. Humility and obedience make up 
the attitude of Jesus Christ. Our attitudes should be the same. What do you find yourself struggling to 
obey? 
 


