
 
 
Recap of 2/27/22 message by Chris Sommerfield – Acts 16:11-15 
Gospel Proclamation Begins in Philippi 
The story of God, what He had done and is doing in the world, is important for believers to be 
connected to.  Seeing our stories inside of the story of God helps us engage in His mission. 
GOD CONTINUES TO SAVE PEOPLE FROM A DIVERSE BACKGROUND THROUGH GOSPEL 
PROCLAMATION 
- Lydia is a worshiper of God, meaning she was a Gentile that learned of the God of the Bible, YHWH 

(Yahweh), and worships Him.  She is not a full convert to Judaism, which means she likely is given 
only partial access during temple worship, and limited participation if any at feasts and festivals.  
Notice the change with the Gospel.  Paul speaks directly to her and she becomes central to the 
Gospel movement in Europe.  She can come directly to God the Father through Jesus Christ thanks 
to His work on the cross.   

GOD WANTS TO USE BELIEVERS AND THEIR GIFTS FOR HIS KINGDOM 
- Lydia is a woman of substantial means.  She has her own business and notice when she places her 

faith in Jesus Christ through God opening her heart, she is not commanded to leave her business 
behind.  God uses Lydia, her gifts, and her possessions (her home) for His kingdom.  The church in 
Philippi was a supporter of Paul as he continued his missionary journeys, likely due to the influence 
of Lydia and her business (Phil. 4:15-18; 2 Cor. 11:8).  Consider your own story and how it is a part 
of the story of God.  In what ways has He gifted you and wants to use you for His kingdom? 

HOSPITALITY IS NECESSARY TO CARE FOR PEOPLE 
- Lydia opens her home to serve the missionaries and the church.  Her example of hospitality is a 

helpful demonstration of serving one another in Christ because of the love He shows us.  It is not 
possible to both be a part of the community of believers and to be inhospitable or isolated.  Those 
ideas are antithetical to each other.  We see hospitality again and again patterned in Acts and the 
New Testament in believer’s lives. 

- SIDE NOTE ON HOUSEHOLD SALVATION - Verse 15 is sometimes used as a prooftext to support 
the idea of household salvation, the concept that if a parent, or spouse, becomes a believer then 
that salvation can be applied to the rest of the family at once.  First, always understand that when 
proof texting often times the verses are removed from their context and a text without context is a 
pretext to misunderstanding and misapplication of biblical principles.  Second, all of Scripture and 
biblical theology needs to be considered, and household salvation is clearly not taught elsewhere 
with obvious contradictions where salvation is applied individually, by grace, through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  (John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8) Jesus Himself speaks of division that can occur due to following 
Him (Matthew 10:34-36).  Household salvation cannot be taught here or else the consistency with 
the rest of scripture would be broken.  So, what’s happening?  The pattern of Gospel proclamation, 
followed by a faith response, and then baptism is seen throughout Acts.  This would be the only 
place where Luke departs from that pattern, it would be inconsistent for him to record something 
different happening with Lydia and her household and not remark on it.  It is highly likely that her 
household also heard the gospel message and responded in faith as is noted elsewhere and that 
the pattern is simplified here due to its well-established pattern and evidence elsewhere. 

 
 
 


