
 
 
Recap of 2/13/22 message by Joe Ricchuiti – Acts 16:1-2 
1.  Where we are in the Book of Acts.  We’re in the third division of the book according to the outline 
in Acts 1:8. The disciples were to be Christ’s witnesses in Jerusalem (chapters 1-7), in all Judea and 
Samaria (chapters 8-12), and to the ends of the earth (chapters 13-28). 
-Paul’s 1st missionary journey (with Barnabas, 13:4-14:28 
-the Jerusalem Council, 15:1-35 which confirmed that it was not necessary for gentiles to be 
circumcised or to obey the law of Moses.  Salvation was through faith alone, in Christ alone. 
-Paul desires to visit the church’s established on the 1st missionary journey, 15:36-38. 
-Paul’s 2nd missionary journey (with Silas), 15:39-18:22 
-the desire was to see the church’s strengthened especially by the Jerusalem Council’s decision. To 
strengthen meant to confirm them in their faith, to give them support; as well as to make them solid or 
firm (the picture being that of a crippled muscle, atrophied by nonuse, made useful, firm, and strong 
again).  The strengthening agent was good doctrine delivered by committed people of God. 
2.  Paul’s plan was to revisit the churches established on the 1st missionary journey.  God’s plan was 
to freatly expand the church—into Europe.   
_”When we rely on organization we get what organization can do.  When we rely upon education, we 
get what education can do.  When we rely on eloquence, we get what eloquence can do.  But when 
we rely on the Holy Spirit, we get what God can do.” (A.C.Dixon) 
 - Application:  When we are obedient to the Word of God and under the control of the Spirit of God 
we will get what God can do in our lives. 
3.  In Acts chapter 16 we are introduced to a new disciple, Timothy.  He was from Lystra, the city 
where Paul was stoned and left for dead because of the gospel.  Timothy likely came to faith through 
that incident (1 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Timothy 1:2). 
4.  The second thing we learn about Timothy is that he came from a godly heritage and was taught 
the Scriptures from infancy by his mother and grandmother (2 Timothy 3:15).  It illustrates the 
powerful influence of a mother over her children.   
-Application: “As parents we have no idea of the amount of influence we have in shaping our 
children’s spiritual destinies.  Family prayer times, spontaneous conversations about God during life’s 
everyday moments, and reading our children Bible stories contribute to a spiritual foundation that can 
withstand the storms of life. What family habit or tradition can you begin this week that will attract your 
child(ren) to your Christian faith?” (365 Life Lessons from Bible Personalities) 
 
 
 


