
 
 
Recap of 11/8/20 (Col 1:24-27): 
1.  In this section, Paul hits us with a practical gut punch followed by a theological uppercut before 
lifting us up with amazing encouragement. 
2.  The practical gut punch is the fact of suffering.  Jesus doesn’t deliver us from suffering (Jn 16:33), 
He delivers us from sin.  We live in a fallen world; we will suffer.  The example from scripture and 
church history is that believers suffer.  Our response to suffering should be rejoicing (1 Pt 4:13, Jas 
1:2), especially when we suffer for the sake of Christ (Mt 5:11-12, Ac 5:40-41) because we know that 
suffering helps develop our spiritual muscles and become more Christlike (Jas 1:3-4, Ro 5:3-5, 1 Pt 
1:6-7) 
3.  The theological uppercut comes in Col 1:24 with the phrase “lacking in Christ’s afflictions.”  Wait a 
minute Paul, you’ve been telling us how awesome Christ is, now you’re saying that He is somehow 
lacking?  No, Paul and the rest of scripture agrees that Christ’s work on the cross is sufficient and 
complete.  We saw that the word translated “afflictions” is never used to speak of Christ’s suffering on 
the cross.  Instead the word refers to suffering while ministering to people.  Christ didn’t heal 
everyone.  He didn’t bring everyone to belief in Him.  He has left much of that work to us.  If we suffer 
well, we have the opportunity to point others to Jesus.  Paul suffered greatly to spread the Gospel.  
Are we willing to suffer to do the same?  
4.  Paul then gives us great encouragement by reminding us that Christ is in us and He is our hope of 
glory.  In other words, Christ purchased us;  nothing can separate us from God’s love.  If we embrace 
this truth, we will live in such a way that whatever life brings, we will use it to point others to Jesus. 

 
 
 


