
Recap of last week’s message (8/23/2020 - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22): 

Responsibility to the Will and Word of God 
I. GOD’S WILL IS LIFE CHARACTERIZED BY REJOICING, PRAYER, AND THANKSGIVING (16-

18) 

A. Believers are to always rejoice, constantly pray, and give thanks in all circumstances. 

1. The emphasis for all these commands is on the adverb (always, without ceasing, and in 

all things) 

2. The command is toward an action, not a feeling or emotion.  Often, we think there is a 

problem if we don’t feel joyful or feel like praying or giving thanks.  Paul shows here that 

even when present circumstances bring sorrow or hardship, the larger picture of what 

God has done, is doing, and will do should move us toward the action of rejoicing, 

prayer, and thanksgiving.   

B. The will of God is more about the character and life of the believer rather than circumstance.  

This is not to say that God does not care about circumstances or the details of our lives.  He 

absolutely does!  However, when we discuss “the will of God” we must see that on the journey 

of life God is far more concerned with who you are becoming rather than the when and where 

you might be going.   

II. DISCERNMENT REQUIRES THE SPIRIT AND GOD’S WORD (19-22) 

A. Believers are not to quench the Spirit. 

1. It is possible for us to “quench” the Holy Spirit.  This is a scary thought and should 

prompt us to take this seriously.  We quench the Spirit through any unyieldedness to the 

revealed will of God.  In this context Paul is talking about despising prophetic utterance 

or holding prophecy in contempt. 

2. What is “prophetic utterance” or “prophecy?”  At the time Paul was writing, there were 

prophets and apostles who communicated, through speaking or writing, direct revelation 

from God.  This was giving prophetic utterance.  However, we see the pattern change 

with the completion of the Holy Scriptures as God’s revealed Word.  Now, the primary 

way God speaks to us is through the Bible.  God still moves within us through His Holy 

Spirit bringing conviction or leading us on our walk, but today, God's Word provides the 

objective truth by which we evaluate things. 

B. Believers are to test everything according to the Word of God. 

1. The Word of God is serious business and claiming to speak for God is serious business 

(cf. Jeremiah 23:25-26; 34-36).  We should think about this and be careful about how 

we speak about God and what He is doing in the world.  We also should be aware of 

this seriousness and evaluate other’s teaching on God.   

2. When we evaluate things, we do so according to the Word of God and we hold fast to 

what is good, what is in harmony with the Spirit and God’s Word.  What is not in 

harmony with the Spirit and God’s Word should be viewed as evil and be rejected. 


