
Recap of 11/11/18 (Nehemiah 1:1-4): 
1.  “[The book of Nehemiah] is intensely interesting, because in large measure it is autobiographical.  
Nehemiah tells his own story, with a freshness, and a vigor and transparent honesty which are full of 
charm.”  (G. Campbell Morgan) 
2. Nehemiah was cupbearer (one who tasted the king’s food to keep him from being poisoned) to 
King Artaxerxes at his winter residence in Susa.  He ministers almost 100 years after the return of the 
Jewish exiles to Jerusalem and almost 71 years after the rebuilding of the Temple.  He gets a report 
from his brother and others that the people of Jerusalem are in “great trouble and disgrace.”  The wall 
of Jerusalem was broken down by the enemies of God.  Without a wall a city in that day was without 
security and without significance. 
3.  “In 445 B.C. Nehemiah led a group of Jewish exiles from Persia back to Jerusalem for the purpose 
of rebuilding the city’s broken-down walls.  Despite strong opposition from without and extreme 
discouragement from within, the Jews accomplished this monumental task in only fifty-two days!  
What was Nehemiah’s secret.  How was he able to get such a disorganized, disillusioned bunch of 
people to accomplish such a remarkable feat?  Some cite his leadership and organizational skills.  
Others laud his ability to motivate.  But perhaps the real key is found in Nehemiah’s prayer life.  The 
story of Nehemiah reveals a man who was intimate with God and highly dependent on his Creator.”  
(365 Life Lessons from Bible People) 
4.  Nehemiah prayed in every challenge and circumstance of his life.  It was his “go to:”  
-He prayed when he was discouraged (1:5-11) 
-He prayed “on the fly,” short, instant prayers at the moment of his need. (2:1-5) 
-He prayed when he was threatened, ridiculed, insulted.  (4:1-5) 
-He prayed when he was under attack, when his enemies were stirring up trouble for him (4:7-9 
-He prayed when he was falsely accused.  (6:5-9) 
-He prayed his thankfulness.  (12:31, 38-40a) 

 


