
Recap of 5/21/17 (Judges 6:12-35): 
1.   God calls Gideon as the next deliverer of Israel in Judges 6.  He doesn’t see himself 
as a deliverer, doesn’t recognize at first that it is the Lord who is visiting him, doesn’t 
seem to realize the depth of the sin that has infected Israel (and his own father’s house 
for that matter), and doesn’t contemplate that God not only still does wonders but that 
He would do wonders through him.  In the midst of troubles, we often forget God’s 
presence with us, His powere to deliver, and that He is always at work.   
2.  When Gideon realizes that God is calling him to deliver his people, he makes the 
usual excuses: too small, too weak.  But God delights to use the weak (1 Corinthians 
1:26-27).  He saw his inadequacies, God saw his potential. 
3.  Gideon’s problem was weak faith.  God develops his weak faith by condescending to 
give him several signs of His presence. 
4.  Before Gideon can deliver Israel, God confronts the idolatry in Gideon’s own family, 
ordering him to destroy his father Baal altar, which he does under cover of darkness.  
When the men of the community demand Gideon’s death (a sign of how far Israel had 
fallen), Gideon’s father comes to his defense with the cogent argument that if Baal is 
really a “god” then he can take care of himself!  Thus Gideon is renamed Jerub-Baal 
(“Let Baal contend”), at first a name of derision, later a name of victory! 
5.  What others are saying 
-“Gideon is the next Judge.  He is called to his position in chapter 6 [of Judges].  
Chapter 7 tells how mightily God used him.  He is one of the most interesting judges, 
although not the most outstanding.  In reality none of the judges were great.  They were 
little people, marked by mediocrity.  Each one was insignificant, insufficient, and 
inadequate.  Each one of them had a glaring fault, and sometimes that fault was the 
very reason God chose them and used them.” “God used all these Judges, not because 
they were capable or outstanding – they were weak.” (J. Vernon McGee) 
-“When God contemplates some great work, He begins it by the hand of some poor, 
weak human creature, to whom He afterwards gives aid, so that the enemies who seek 
to obstruct it are overcome.”  (Martin Luther) 
 


