
Recap of 4/30/17 (Judges 4:5-9): 
1.  Israel once again turns from the Lord and God allows the Canaanites to oppress 
them for 20 years.  In response to their cry for help God raises up Deborah, a 
prophetess and Judge. 
2.  “Deborah illustrates an important truth.  Even in a male-oriented society, women with 
exceptional personal and spiritual qualities can rise to leadership.  Deborah’s 
acceptance as the leader of ancient Israel, when such roles were not extended to 
women, reminds us that what qualifies an individual for leadership is not his or her sex, 
but his or her relationship with God, and call by Him to ministry.” (Richards) 
3.  Without denying, fighting, or abandoning God-given roles of men and women, the 
key to leadership for anyone is a growing relationship with God, growing in His Word, 
growing in acceptance of His will.   
4.  Headship and submission were in creation since the beginning, based upon creation 
order.  Fulfilling their roles led to partnership and cooperation with Adam and Eve, not 
domination.  The Fall and its consequences ruined these roles as they were intended by 
God.  Specifically Genesis 3:16 says that because of the Fall and the sin nature that 
was now part of every human being, there would be a battle for control of the family.  A 
wife would strive with her husband for mastery over him and the family and he would 
fight back seeking to dominate her (Genesis 3:16 cp.with 4:6,7).  The ideal of 
cooperation and partnership was shattered by the Fall.  Christian couples should not 
live at the level of the Fall.  If they will yield to the Word of God and to the indwelling 
Holy Spirit (Who helps them fulfil the Word in their lives) they can once again have that 
partnership.  But they must put aside the pride and selfishness produced by the sin 
nature. 
5.  Husbands should love their wives and lead their families.  Wives should, of their own 
volition, submit to their own husbands (not all women to all men!).  See Ephesians 5:22-
33; Colossians 3:18,19.  
6.  In the church there is to be mutual submission between church members (Ephesians 
5:21).  All church members, male and female are to submit to the Elders of the church 
(1 Thessalonians 5:12,13; Hebrews 13:17).  Elders are to be men by qualification (Titus 
1:5-9 and 1 Timothy 3:1-7), and based upon creation order not cultural norms (1 
Timothy 2:11-13 where “silent” means “not unruly”).   
7.  We must put our trust in God first, not other people.  It’s easy to fall into the trap of 
looking to others for help and deliverance in difficult situations, instead of going to God 
first.  
 


