
Recap of 3/26/17 (Judges 1:1-36): 
1.  The Book of Judges covers a dark period in Israel’s history.  It covers the period between 
the conquest and the monarchy (approx.. 1380 or 1390 to 1050 B.C).  A time of 
disobedience and failure for the people of God.  It was most likely written by Samuel 
between 1050 and 1000 B.C.  The last verse of the book (21:25) serves as a great summary 
of the book: “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit.”   
2.  Loyalty to God was hard to come by as the people were more likely to be influenced by 
the “gods” of the land than they were to influence the people of the land.  God, through 
Moses, had instructed His people that when they came into the land they were to eliminate 
the corrupting influence of the lascivious religions of the land by destroying them totally; 
by not intermarrying with them; and by destroying their altars and idols (Deuteronomy 
7:1-6). 
3.  The Judges were civil and military leaders whom God raised up to deliver His people.  
The book describes seven cycles of failure by the Israelites, a downward spiral of sin, 
oppression, crying out to God, God raising up a deliverer, victory, and a period of rest.  Only 
to have the cycle repeat itself.  Because they did not rid the land of its idolatry, it became a 
snare to Israel.  The NLT Daily Study Bible makes the point that:  “Often we do the same 
thing.  We choose to tolerate sin rather than drive it out of our lives.”  ““Rather than drive 
out the remaining Canaanites as the Lord commanded, the Israelites set defeated foes to 
forced labor, or simply refused to attack enemy strongholds.  Soon Israelites were 
intermarrying with the people of the land, and many adopted pagan gods and customs.” 
(Richards)   
4.  The lesson for us today is that we must get rid of the corrupting influences in our lives or 
face failure and bondage to sin.  We must deal with the unconquered sins in our lives.  
Compromise will only bring failure.  When we cry out to God He restores us. 
5.  “In our contacts with the world we must not “copy the behavior and customs of this 
world” [Romans12:2].  Israel not only did not rid themselves of pagan influence—they 
actually embraced their ways (sin).  Finish this sentence.  ‘One way in which my lifestyle 
differs from the world around me because of my commitment to Christ is 
______________________________________.”  (the Daily Walk Bible) 
 
 


