
Recap of 12/4/16 (Malachi 3:8-12): 
1.  “One of the most important evidences of true spirituality is seldom discussed in books or 

sermons on the subject….How we use our money demonstrates the reality of our love for God.” 

(Ryrie) 

2.  “Our check stubs, the record of how we spend our money, document the extent to which our 

values are shaped (or not shaped!) by God’s word.” (Peterson) 

3.  Principles of money from the Scripture: 

-all is God’s/all is from God – we are stewards. 1 Cor. 4:2,7 

-we must not love money, live for it, or put our trust in it. 1 Tim. 6:6-8; Matt. 6:24; Hebrews 

13:5; 1 Chron. 29:14; Eccl. 5:19 

-we must use our resources to further God’s purposes.  Matt. 6:19-21; 1 Tim. 6:17-19 

-we must learn to value those things which don’t have price tags (our relationship with God, with 

our mate, with our children, with one-another; our reputation, character, integrity) 

-we must be unselfish with our resources.  Prov. 11:24-25; 28:22 

4.  Biblical reasons for giving: 

-to help needy believers in the local church, and in the church at large.  1 Cor. 16:1-4 

-to support full-time church workers, both those who travel to other places (such as missionaries, 

Phil 4:10; 1 Cor. 9:7-14) and those who minister in the local church (Gal 6:6; 1 Tim 5:17,18) 

-to support the people, programs, and property the local church deems necessary to carrying out 

their mission.  The Compact Guide to the Christian Life puts it this way:  “Beyond supporting 

our local spiritual leaders, we also have to pay for whatever building and programs we think are 

necessary for worship, teaching, and Christian community.” 

A caution is in order: a church should not enter into crushing debt so much so that the ministry 

becomes paying for the facility. 

5.  The when, who, and how of giving are answered in 1 Cor. 16;1-4.  The answers:  regular 

giving (“on the 1
st
 day of every week”); everyone (“each one of you;”) systematic and deliberate 

not haphazard, not coerced or under the compulsion of emotional appeals. 

 
 


