8/16/15
Recap of 8/02/15 (1 Peter 5:1):
1.  “You cannot bypass the principle of having godly leadership and still receive God’s blessing.  There must be holy men and women who are in the positions of responsibility in a church; there is o substitute for that.  Paul repeatedly said that Christ is the head of the church (1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Col. 1:18)  As its head, Christ wants to rule His church through holy people.  Unholy people just get in the way.”  (John MacArthur)
2.  That Peter’s life was changed through His encounter with Jesus is evident by the things he teaches in 1 Peter 5.  His witness to Jesus’ transfiguration and His suffering taught him that there is hope of glory even though there is suffering (5:1; Matt. 17:1-5; 2 Pet. 1:15-18).  He learned the need to shepherd God’s sheep (5:2), that is, to guard, feed, and protect them even to laying down your life, through Jesus’ teaching in John 10 about the Good Shepherd and through his restoration in John 21:15-17.  He learned the proper view of authority (5:3) from Jesus in Luke 22:24-27 and Matt. 20; that true authority is based upon service and sacrifice for others.  He learned the importance and nature of humility (5:5) from seeing Jesus humbly wash the disciples’ feet as an example to them at the “Last Supper” (John 13:1-17).  And he learned of the need to be wary of Satan’s designs and of the necessity to be alert to Satan’s schemes (5:8).  How are we being changed through our encounters with Jesus in the Word of God?
3.  Paul lays out the qualifications for Elders in 1 Tim. 3 and Titus 1.  An Elder must be a man of spiritual maturity; capable of handling the Word of God correctly; marked by self-control; one who manages his own family well; who relates well to other people; who has a proper set of values; and has a good reputation in the community.
4.  We can be mentored in aspects of our Christian walk by great Christians of the past by reading their writings.  Authors and books such as:  Spiritual Leadership by J. Oswald Sanders; The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer; George Mueller’s Autobiography; Samuel or The Life of David by F. B. Meyer; The Divine Yes by E. Stanley Jones; The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a’ Kempis; Power Through Prayer by E.M. Bounds; and authors such as Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Andrew Murray; and George Truett  to name a few.

“The Proper Exercise of Authority” (Part 3)
1 Peter 5:1-4
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II. The Nature of New Testament Leadership   vv. 2b-3
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