4/1/07

Recap of 1 Kings 22:10-40
God’s sovereignty:

-Acts in concert with human freedom and does not negate human responsibility for our actions

-acts in concert with our nature (example: Ahab, Judas Iscariot)

-“isn’t thwarted by human or Satanic opposition” 

-doesn’t negate the need to pray

-“can override our choices” James 4:13-16

-“may allow us to experience adversity or success to mature us and show the world how we handle either one.”

-is an encouragement to us because it means God has everything under control (Acts 4:24-31)

-includes “what He causes to happen (His directive will) and what He permits to occur through secondary causes (His permissive will).”

(Sources: Compact Guide to the Christian Life; Systematic Theology by Berkhof; Basic Theology by Ryrie)
"An Influential Life"
1 Kings 22:41-50
 I.  The successful walk   vv. 41-47
 II.  The detours   vv. 48-50
4/8/07
Recap of 1 Kings 22: 41-50
1.  Jehoshaphat loved the Lord and His Word.  His concern for spiritual things led to religious reforms, social reforms, military reforms, and political success.

2.  He instituted judicial reforms based upon the fear of the Lord, reminding those in authority that they were to please the Lord above all.  They were judging to please the Lord, not people.

3.  When faced with an overwhelming situation he led the people in seeking the Lord in prayer.  He acknowledged God’s person, His power, His help to them in the past, and finally acknowledged their poverty (they had no power and no plan).  Their hope was in the Lord.  Having committed all to the Lord they were to stand, God would go to battle for them and give them the victory.
"Many Convincing Proofs"
Luke 24:13-35
 I.  Disillusionment   vv. 13-18
II.  Disbelief   vv. 19-24

III.  Discovery   vv. 25-35
4/15/07
Recap of Luke 24:13-35
1.  The disciples were not looking for the resurrection.  They didn’t understand until after Jesus was resurrected what it was that Jesus was trying to tell them (John 2:19ff; Mark 8:31; 9:9; 9:31).  They were in effect the first skeptics.  He gave them many convincing proofs that He was alive from the dead (Acts 1:1-3).

2.  Two of these first skeptics were the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.  Jesus appears physically and bodily to them, alive from the dead, though His identity was divinely hidden from them.  

3.  They were downcast because, while they believed Jesus was a prophet, they had hoped that He was the  Messiah who would deliver Israel from sin and from the domination of Rome.  His crucifixion and death seemed to belie that.

4.  Jesus showed them from the Old Testament that the Messiah had to suffer before He would enter His glory.  Some Old Testament passages would include (Psalms 2, 16, 22, 110; Isaiah 53).

5.  The evidences for the resurrection include:  the empty tomb, the presence of the guard, Jesus’ many appearances to more than 500 people, the change in Peter and others from being fearful and discouraged to being bold and triumphant, lack of any challenge on the Day of Pentecost (less than two months after the crucifixion and resurrection), the change to Sunday worship, the reliability of the gospel writers, mentions in secular historians. (see Robert J. Morgan, Beyond Reasonable Doubt). 
"The Jealousy of God"
I Kings 22:51 - 2 Kings 1:18
 I.  The evaluation   I Kings 22:51-53
II.  The evidence   2 Kings 1:1-18

-looking for answers   vv. 1-8
-confronted by God   vv. 9-18
4/22/07

Recap of 1Kings 22:51 – 2 Kings 1:1-18
1.  Two common failures of God’s people regarding the future:
-seeking counsel from the wrong unbiblical sources as Ahaziah did

-not inquiring of the Lord at all (Joshua 9:14; James 3:13-17

2.  Our God is a jealous God.  Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 4:24; 6:13-15; Exodus 34:14-His name is “jealous.”

3.  There are two kinds of jealousy: 1) a negative kind which expresses itself in envy and malice, a mean kind of jealousy; and 2) “zeal to protect a love relationship” (J.I. Packer).  God’s jealousy is of the second kind.

4.  Because of God’s jealousy over us we should be “personally and passionately devoted to Jesus Christ” (Oswald Chambers).  Whatever stands in the way of our devotion to God must be addressed whether it be service, devotion to our conviction, or devotion to a cause.  Devotion to Christ must come first, then service, etc.  

5.  Two examples of those passionately devoted to Christ are Paul (see Philippians 3) and Mary (sister of Martha and Lazarus).

"Tragedy & Triumph"
Luke 13:1-17
 I.  Who’s to blame?   vv.  1-9
II.  The power to save   vv. 10-17
4/29/07
Recap of Luke 13:1-17
1.  In the midst of tragedy we should not live in fear, but in fruitfulness.
2. The view of the of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day was that traged or calamity in a person’s life was due to some unusual sin in their lives.

3.  Jesus, following up on His teaching of Luke 12 about the need to be rightly related to God,   answers that all are under the sentence of death (Romans 8:12); some deaths are tragic and unexpected, but all should be prepared for death, all should be reconciled to God.

4.  Since all die all are in need of salvation and Jesus has the power to save as illustrated in His healing the woman who was crippled for 18 years.  Jesus has the power to make straight that which is crooked, to save people from sin and make their lives fruitful and useful to Him.

5.  In tragedy we learn: to value the things which are truly valuable (“Life does not consist in the abundance of things”) our relationships with our loved ones; the brevity of life (James 4); the priority of the gospel, and the need to pray for those around us and to preach the gospel.

"God’s Design for Marriage"
Genesis 2:24,25
 I.  The biblical goal of marriage   vv. 24,25
II.  Threats to marriage
5/6/07
Recap of Genesis 2:18-24
1.  Before the creation of Eve, Adam enjoyed the privileges of a relationship with God and provisions for all his needs, yet he was alone.  God determines that without companionship 
Adam’s situation is “not good.”
2.  God determines to make a “helper suitable” for Adam.  The idea is “one corresponding to Adam,” his counterpart, one who share the same nature.

3.  In the naming of all the animals, none is found which shares Adam’s nature.  None, but Adam is made in the image and likeness of God.

4.  “Helper” is not a demeaning identification for woman.  God Himself is called “help” or “helper” (same Hebrew word used in 2:18) in Psalms 33:20; 70:5; 115:9.

"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 2)
Genesis 2:24,25; 3:1ff
 I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

II.  Why marriages fail   3:1ff
5/13/07
Recap of Genesis 2:24-3:19
1.  Marriage is a covenant before God in which a man and woman leave one relationship (“father and mother”) and establish a new exclusive and permanent primary relationship.
2.  This is described as a ‘one flesh” relationship, consisting of not just sexual union but of spiritual and emotional union as well.  The man and woman literally become related to one another as blood relatives.  Commenting on this passage, Jesus adds in Mark 10:7-9 that they are no longer two but one, and that God has joined them and no human should separate them.
3.  Genesis 2:25 is symbolic of the beauty and innocence of this one-flesh relationship.  Their nakedness without shame is symbolic of their total transparency and total ease with each other.  There is no distrust, no fear, no potential for evil or exploitation.  There is no defensiveness, no need to win at all costs. 

4.  All this was lost in the Fall in Genesis three when Adam and Eve deliberately disobey God and become sinners (Romans 5:12).   Genesis 3 illustrates the change that came into the creation and especially into the relationship of Adam and Eve, and their relationship with God.  Their oneness was now interrupted by sin.  They knew shame, lost innocence, lost companionship.  They now were uncomfortable with God and with each other.  Fear and distrust and a sense of the potential for evil and exploitation now enter their world.   Guilt and fear and an unwillingness to take responsibility for their actions now mar their relationship with God and with each other.
"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 3)
(selected Scripture)
  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers
5/20/07
Recap of Genesis 2:24-3:19
1.  The essence of the Fall in Genesis 3 was separation.  That is what death is, and the Fall brought death into the world.  There is now separation and alienation where there was once harmony.  Mankind is separated from God and from each other.  The Fall brought about estrangement in our relationships especially that of marriage.
2.  In Genesis 3:15 God promises a Redeemer through the line of the woman who would defeat Satan.  This is called the “proto-evangelium” or “protevangelium.”  “The first announcement of the gospel in the Scriptures…” (Moody Handbook of Theology)

3.  Genesis 3 also contains the first act of manmade religion when Adam and Eve sought to cover their sin by using fig leaves.  They thought they could cover their sin by their own works.  In an act of grace God provided animal skins for their covering thus demonstrating their inabilility to cover their own sin by human effort.  It is the consistent teaching of Scripture that humans cannot atone for their own sin (Isaiah 64:6), but must accept God’s provision for them by faith (Ephesians 2:8-10).
4.  The Fall brought fear into relationships.  Gary Smalley in The DNA of Relationships list the following core fears.  For women the fear of disconnection (not being valued), for men it is the fear of helplessness or being controlled. (see www.thednaofrelationships.com)
"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 4)
(selected Scripture)

  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers
5/27/07
Recap of 5/20/07
Threats to God’s design for marriage (partial sources: Becoming One by Don Meredith, Marriage Builder by Larry Crabb)
-selfishness/self-centeredness – capacity for inflicting hurt, destructive practices, failure to reign in the sin nature (Matthew 15:10-20; James 3)

-a fantasy view of love – viewing love as primarily a feeling rather that a commitment to the highest good of another person.  God does give intense emotional feelings but they are the result of love, not the basis for love.
-emphasis on becoming happy and fulfilled rather than on a holy, obedient walk with God, abandoning God’s will when the going gets tough
-faithfulness to Scripture is made optional, needs and emotions trump Biblical injunctions, puts us in the spotlight and Christ on the sidelines of our lives
"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 5)
(Selected Scripture)

  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers
6/3/07
Recap of 5/27/07
Threats to God’s design for marriage (“Why Marriages Fail” by Kerby Anderson, Probe Ministries):
-Escalation (“Negative Interaction Spiral”) – negative exchanges that become increasingly hostile, often begun over minor things.  1 Peter 3:9; Proverbs 12:18; James 1:26; 3:1ff)

-Invalidation – subtly or overtly putting down your mate’s thoughts, feelings, character, personality. Matthew 5:22; Proverbs 25:20

-Negative Interpretations – Consistently making negative assumptions about your mate’s actions, words, motives (discounting positive things, magnifying negative things).  1 Corinthians 4:1-5

-Withdrawal and avoidance – unwillingness to openly and honestly deal with uncomfortable issues.  Ephesians 4:25-27
"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 6)
(Selected Scripture)

  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers

IV.  The path to success
6/10/07
Recap of 6/3/07:
1.  Marriage killer number ten: Conflict over the sexual relationship
2.  God designed the physical relationship in marriage to build intimacy, instead it often builds distance.

3.  In 1 Corinthians 7:1-5 Paul (under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) warns married couples to not withhold their bodies from each other except in rare instances and then only for prayer.  To violate this instruction is to invite Satan’s destructive work into a marriage.

4.  A couple’s response to each other and growth in this area can be hindered by such things as not understanding the differences between men and women in this area, exhaustion, addictions (especially to pornography), and mental adultery (see Matthew 5:27,28).

5.  For more in this area see Williard Harley, His Needs, Her Needs; Linda Dillow and Lorraine Pintus, Intimate Issues; Clifford and Joyce Penner, The Gift of Sex; Dr. Ed Wheat, Intended for Pleasure.
"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 7)
(Selected Scripture)

  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers

IV.  The path to success
6/17/07
Recap of 6/10/07:

Staying pure in a sexually charged society:
1.  Determine beforehand what your limits are and remind yourself often.

2.  Don’t toy with immorality – be especially careful about your thought life and about what you look at.

3.  Build God’s standard into your life through Bible reading and study, prayer, scripture meditation and memorization.  Determine to have nothing but God’s best for your life.

4.  If necessary, flee the situation.  1 Corinthians 6:12-18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; Genesis 39:6-12
5.  Make a list of the consequences if you fail.

6.  If you have already failed morally confess your sin to God, receive His forgiveness, recommit your life to His way, ask for His power to stop, and remember that there are consequences even for forgiven sin.

"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 8)
(Selected Scripture)

  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers

IV.  The path to success
6/24/07
Recap of 6/17/07:

1.  Marriage Killer #11: Not recognizing or progressing through the stages of a relationship.
-Stage #1, Infatuation – tendency to see only the good in another person, to hide flaws, to please the other person without thought of return.
-Stage #2, Reality – beginning to see the other person’s faults, personality weaknesses and to let ours be seen.  Should occur during courtship.  Married  couples have an obligation to get through this phase if they have not previously.

-Stage #3, Adjustment – Forgiveness, reconciliation, sacrifice, and conflict resolution are common.

2.  Marriage Killer #12 – Confusion and changes in society regarding marriage and roles of men and women in marriage.  Lack of familial and cultural support for marriage.

3.  Marriage Killer #13 (a catch-all!)  Finances, interfering in-laws, substance abuse, addictive behavior, career success at the expense of the marriage and family.

(Sources for the above:  Roger & Becky Tirabassi, How to Live with Them Since You Can’t Live Without Them; Don Meredith, Becoming One; James Dobson) 

"God’s Design for Marriage" (pt. 9)
(Selected Scripture)

  I.  Marriages were meant to succeed:  the biblical goal   Genesis 2:24,25

 II.  Why marriages fail:  the Fall   Genesis 3:1ff
III.  Marriage killers

IV.  The path to success
