12/14/08

Recap of 12/7/08:
1.  While Genesis 26 is similar to earlier incidents in Abraham’s life in Genesis 12 & 20, it is a different and separate incident in the life of Isaac, repeating the earlier sin of his father.
2.  Genesis 26:1 specifically says this is a different incident, also there are similar elements  to the earlier incidents but there are also differences.
3.  A famine brings about this test of faith in Isaac’s life (as famine often does in the Bible).  
4.  As Warren Wiersbe points out: “Faith cannot grow apart from trials.”  Our faith grows when it is challenged, when we are stretched beyond ourselves, when we are forced to use “new muscles” in our spiritual life.
5.  “A commitment to Christ and obedience to his commands stretch us beyond ourselves, and that hurts.  But this is a very different pain from that inflicted by torture or punishment.  Growth pain is the kind we don’t regret; it leads to health and not disease or neurosis.” (Eugene Peterson).

“Déjà vu All Over Again” (pt. 2)
Genesis 26:1-33

   I.  Famine and failure   vv. 1-11






 II.  Success & suspicion   vv. 12-21






III.  Word and witness   vv. 22-33


