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1.  According to the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3:13,14, issues from our past have a way of making there way into our present and become a hindrance to spiritual growth.  Selwyn Hughes calls this a “hidden agenda.”

2.  A “hidden agenda” is “An unresolved issue from the past, a negative experience in your past which is influencing your behavior in the present.” (Hughes)

3.  According to Gordon MacDonald sources of these hidden agendas (what he calls “drivenness”) are:

- unresolved parental conflicts (homes where “well done” is never heard)(Hughes talks about “mottoes” from our past which drive us today.  He gives two examples:  “Big boys don’t cry.” “Measure up.  The better you do, the more we will love you.”)
-an early experience of deprivation or shame

-being raised in an atmosphere of drivenness

 “Maintaining Your Spiritual Edge” (pt. 15)
(selected Scripture)
1.  Do I have a regular daily time with God where I replenish my spiritual resources?  Mark 1:21-35

2.  Is there someone I need to forgive?  Am I holding a grudge?  Matthew 18:21-35; Ephesians 4:22-32

3.  Is there something in my life (an attitude, an activity) of which God cannot approve?  Romans 6:2, 11-14

4.  Do I yield daily and regularly to the Holy Spirit’s control in my life?  Ephesians 5:15-27

5.  Do I take reasonable care of my body (food, rest, etc.)?  1 Kings 19:1-8

6.  Am I dealing successfully with the frustration and adversity in my life?  2 Corinthians 1:8-12; 12:7-10).  Do I face life with enthusiasm?

7.  Do I share what God is doing in my life with others?  John 7:37-39

8.  Do I fellowship with other Christians?  1 John 1:1-10

9.  Am I a creative and outgoing person?

10.  Do I spend time meditating on the Word of God?  Psalm 1; 119:9-16

11.  Is a “hidden agenda” ruling my life?  Am I “called” or “driven?”  Philippians 3:13,14)
12.

