2/23/14

Recap of 2/16/14:
1.  “The Christian is not an unconcerned stroller along the byways of life; he is a wayfarer on the high road.  He is not a tourist, who returns each night to the place from which he starts; he is a pilgrim who is forever on the way.  The goal is nothing less than the likeness of Christ.  The Christian life is going somewhere, and it would be well if, at each day’s ending, we were to ask ourselves: ‘Am I any father on?’” (Barclay)

2.  One of the most common metaphors or illustrations of the Christian life is that of the athlete or athletic contest.  It’s an appropriate metaphor because as with the athlete, the Christian life is called a race (Hebrews 12:1) and requires discipline, training, a need to follow the rules, a need to strive for consistency, a need to avoid the obstacles, and the hope of a reward at the end.

3.  “Every man gives his life for what he believes; every woman gives her life for what she believes.  Sometimes people believe in little or nothing.  One life is all we have, and we live it, and thus it is gone.  But to surrender what you are and live without belief is more terrible than dying, even more terrible than dying young.  But there is a worse fate than living without belief.  It is to live with a firm commitment to that which at the end of life, at the portals of eternity, turns out to have betrayed you.” (Joan of Arc)  It’s good to take stock of our lives periodically and ask, “What am I firmly committed to?”, “Am I investing my time, my gifts, my resources, my life in those things which have eternal significance or in that which will betray me?”

4.  Some obstacles to running the race well are:  bad doctrine; unnecessary weight (those things that are not necessarily sin but are the good that is the enemy of the best (fear, wrong associations, lukewarmness, compromise, discouragement, habits, unfulfilled expectations, etc.); and sin (especially pride which is the sin which caused Satan’s fall). 

“The Spiritual Olympics” (pt. 2)

Hebrews 12:2-3; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
  I.  Run the race well   Hebrews 12:1-3
	

	

	

	

	


II.  Run the race with purpose   1 Corinthians 9:24-27

	

	

	

	

	

	


Miss the sermon?  Listen online at www.delriobiblechurch.com or
Request the sermon CD using your weekly church bulletin tear-off form
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